
ALTERNATE SENTENCING OPTIONS

Sentences for a criminal conviction can take many forms, and a conviction doesn' t always mean a trip to jail or prison.
Alternative sentences are sometimes.

Restitution and Fines Restitution is the repayment of monetary damages to the victim whereas fines are paid to
the government. A defendant who would like to take advantage of a diversion program or alternative sentence
needs to volunteer to do so. Talk to a Lawyer Start here to find criminal defense lawyers near you. Then there
is no supervision or support on release. Defendants who can still work will pay back the restitution owed to
victims faster than a jail sentence that prevents the defendant from earning the money to do so. House Arrest
with Electronic Monitoring These types of monitoring systems are frequently found in pretrial release and
probation conditions but they also can be an alternative sentence after conviction. If the defendant is
employed, the device can be programmed to allow him to be at his workplace between certain hours each day.
As with probation, the defendant must stay in the program and comply with its requirements. Experienced
attorneys can help identify alternative sentences you may qualify in your local city or county and assist you in
determining your eligibility. These include: House arrest or community corrections programs , which usually
involve electronic monitoring Community service as restorative justice , which is frequently a part of
supervised probation and court supervision sentences These options offer several advantages over traditional
incarceration. Juvenile offenders may learn important lessons and gain invaluable skills â€” Minors who are
caught during the commission of their first crimes are given a chance to rehabilitate in the hopes that the
alternative sentencing will allow the minors to see why their crimes were harmful to their victims. Work
Release and Weekend Jail Programs For defendants who have a steady job or have the ability to obtain one
can qualify for work release or weekend jail. Alternative sentencing is not mandatory for the defendants, but
failure to serve an alternative sentence will result in traditional punishments, such as fines, jail or prison time.
This allows the inmate to begin to save money for when they are released from prison. Such sentences can be
appealing for defendants who already have a full-time job and other responsibilities such as childcare and
providing for other vulnerable family members. For example, a defendant who damaged property may be
required to pay the victim the value of the damages caused. On a few occasions, that juvenile defendant may
find an employment opportunity or even a career path. The programs most likely to be approved by a court or
prosecutor as a sentencing alternative are residential and long term, such as six months or even one or two
years. You should discuss with your attorney the consequences for failing to complete an alternative sentence
as most judges will order the defendant to jail if they fail to attend or complete the program as required. These
programs vary from halfway houses sponsored by churches to state-funded intensive treatment programs. This
usually involves a deferred or suspended sentence and these sentences are available in both misdemeanor and
felony cases. Common programs involve drug and alcohol treatment, psychological or psychiatric treatment,
and counseling or educational programs. In most states, offenders sentenced to less than one year
imprisonment go to jail and those sentenced to one year or more serve their time in state prison.


