
WITCHCRAFT BELIEFS

The belief in sorcery and its practice seem to have been widespread in the Ancient Near East and Nile Valley. It played
a.

Sorcery involves a set of skills that can be learned; witchcraft is usually thought to be inborn and inherited.
Some accept the view espoused by the occultist Dion Fortune that "all gods are one god, and all goddesses are
one goddess" â€” that is that the gods and goddesses of all cultures are, respectively, aspects of one supernal
God and Goddess. Sloane also corresponded with his contemporary Gerald Gardner , founder of the Wicca
religion, and implied that his views of Satan and the horned god were not necessarily in conflict with
Gardner's approach. In many parts of Africa, sorcery and counter-sorcery continue to be a part of everyday
life, especially away from urban centers. It is characterized by engagement with the natural world. The wild
ride with Diana was a form of folk belief in the "wild hunt," a troop of spirits led by a female or male deity
that rode out at night, striking terror in those who encountered it. They were exacerbated by social changes,
such as the rising divorce rate, the increasing number of women in the work force and of children in day care,
and new definitions of gender roles, which led to social tensions. Historical development The first element in
diabolical witchcraft was sorcery, which existed in Europe as it did elsewhere. Persons between the ages of
forty and sixty were most commonly accused; the accused had fewer children than normal; children were
seldom accused of witchcraft but were often believed to be its victims; people accused of witchcraft had been
previously accused of other crimes more frequently than normal, especially offensive language, lying, theft,
and sex offenses. The absence of the witch craze in the Eastern church illustrates the hypothesis that for a
craze to break out, three elements are required: 1 the appropriate intellectual structure; 2 the mediation of that
structure from the elite to the people at large; and 3 marked social tension and fear. In modern use, this term
has become an expression referring to any person who is looking for evidence of wrongdoing by another,
perhaps with malicious motives. It follows that individuals who flout other kinds of social rules, or who
appear anomalous in other ways, stand a chance of being accused of witchcraft. Also, we can generally agree
that Paganism , while an umbrella term, is a word that encompasses a variety of religious systems. So, what
does this mean? Elements of simple sorcery were incorporated into Christian practice, as seen in the
combination of Christian prayer and pagan spells commonly said by parish priests in England during the tenth
and eleventh centuries. The two principles, one evil and one good, struggled for control of the cosmos. Such
attacks are particularly brutal, with knives and machetes used to cut and hack off limbs, breasts and other body
parts from their screaming victims â€” including children. Dances and other rituals serve to detect and repel
witches and evil spirits. The original concept of witchcraft corresponds to what anthropologists call sorcery :
the attempt to influence the course of events by ritual means. Witchcraft beliefs may also serve to explain the
unexplainable.


