
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM OF THE STRUGGLE FOR

EQUALITY IN SCHOOLS

Listening to the pained, but determined voices of those who attended schools in oxnard generations before me has
brought new depth and dimension to my.

The state, for example, cannot justly provide unequal benefits to children on the basis of factors such as their
race or gender. The untalented among us, Arneson argues, would prefer increases in well-being to a principle
of self-respect that confers no benefit to them. Whatever our rationale for caring about educational
opportunity, in order for an individual to be said to have this opportunity, she must have no insurmountable,
irrelevant obstacles to the particular educational goal we have in mind. There are several possible approaches
to the conflict between equal educational opportunity and the family. At this point, take another look at
Figures 1 and 2 and reflect on why it is more complex to consider equity rather than just equality in addressing
issues such as access to education, disability, injustice and gender. In response to the growing number of
children, urban schools adopted such practices as age-grading to differentiate and better manage the
burgeoning enrollments. It is argued that the approach fails to take account of the lived reality of learners
beyond the confines of the specific space within which they are learning. Another dimension of ongoing
debates about equality in the realm of civic education concerns the scope of the community for which we are
educating students to become members. Activity 5. A key component of this debate is whether students should
receive a patriotic civic educationâ€”that is, one that prioritizes shoring up their allegiance to their state over
their capacity to reflect critically upon its potential shortcomings. No democratic society can justify failing to
educate the children of its poorest students. Moreover, schooling that is most directly targeted at
employmentâ€”vocational educationâ€”has a history in the US of entrenching race and class-based
inequalities e. The second question we must consider is about the best interpretation of the ideal of equality of
educational opportunity. Introduction The education system in modern society is supposed to fulfill two
largely uncontested functions: First, equip individuals with knowledge that allows them to take part in social,
economic, and political life Durkheim  Those who advocate for affirmative action in admissions argue that we
have reason to depart from a color-blind standard. Part D You should now revisit the views of equality that
you noted in Activity 1. As we describe below, some recent writing challenges the cogency of the sharp
distinction often made between these two ways of justifying the distribution of educational resources. Further,
if everyone had a decent minimum, then the additional contribution of wealth to well-being is less significant.
In particular, the deficit paradigm began to be challenged, and advocates argued for a broader conception of
normalcy. It might be argued that just as equality of opportunity to become a flourishing individual is a matter
of justice, so too is equality of opportunity to develop civic skills, and to participate effectively in political
deliberations. Most commonly we associate the goals that constitute educational opportunities with access to
educational institutions such as schools and universities, but apprenticeships and professional development
and training also provide educational opportunities.


