
THE EVENTS THAT LED TO THE ULTIMATE SURRENDER OF THE

JAPANESE IN 1945

Aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, Japan formally surrenders to the Allies, bringing an end to World War II. By the
summer of , the defeat of Japan was. After the Hiroshima attack, a faction of Japan's supreme war council of August 15,
a military coup was attempted by a faction led by Major.

For the Japanese, surrender was unthinkableâ€”Japan had never been successfully invaded or lost a war in its
history. But long before his death, Hirohito had become a benign, grandfatherly figure, a symbol of national
unity and continuity. However, many historians reject this. The Bomb was the perfect excuse for having lost
the war. The decision surely shaped Hirohito's place in history, which in accordance with Japanese tradition
will know him after his death not by his given name, which means Broad-Minded Benevolence, but as Showa,
or Enlightened Peace, the title chosen by court scholars for the era of his reign, the th in a line of emperors
that, according to dubious legend, has been unbroken for 2, years. AP Photo The shadow of a handle on a
gasometer left an imprint after the August 6, atomic bomb explosion, two kilometers away from the
hypocenter in Hiroshima. On that trip they set foot on American soil for the first time when they stopped
briefly in Anchorage, Alaska, where they were greeted by President Nixon. His country today, although no
longer the heart of an empire, has achieved through business acumen and diligence most of the economic aims
that eluded it through military adventurism. The emperor spoke in classical language not readily
understandable to most Japanese people. Indeed, we declared war on America and Britain out of our sincere
desire to insure Japan's self-preservation and the stabilization of East Asia, it being far from our thought either
to infringe upon the sovereignty of other nations or to embark upon territorial aggrandizement. While much is
made of Japanese authorities training women and children to resist U. This was ''an extraordinary deviation
from time-honored practice,'' Toshikazu Kase wrote later. Despite the best that has been done by
everyone--the gallant fighting of our military and naval forces, the diligence and assiduity of out servants of
the State and the devoted service of our ,, people--the war situation has developed not necessarily to Japan's
advantage, while the general trends of the world have all turned against her interest. The next day, an atomic
bomb exploded over Nagasaki. In pursuing the science with field work in Sagami Bay, near one of the
imperial villas about 40 miles south of Tokyo, he became an accomplished swimmer. This would, at a
minimum, safeguard the Emperor, and potentially preserve the armed forces and shield them from prosecution
for war crimes. Wallace had been involved in the Manhattan Project since the beginning, [67] his successor,
Harry S. As a result of the losses it had suffered, the Imperial Japanese Navy IJN had ceased to be an effective
fighting force. It is related that on one occasion, while visiting a factory, Hirohito was startled when a worker
stepped forward and shoved out his hand in the new manner of greeting learned from hand-shaking American
soldiers. He acquired this taste when he made a trip to Britain as Crown Prince. Four days later and four more
cities have been attacked. Night after night, all summer long, cities would go up in smoke. He also was a great
fan of sumo wrestling, and he often watched matches from the imperial box in the sumo arena near the Sumida
River. Robert E. The emperor is said to have actively intervened in the conduct of the war for the first time in
a conference at the Imperial Palace on New Year's Eve, 


