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Of course, there are several differences between the two situations that could support different moral
judgments about them. All she has to do is persuade a homeless 9-year-old boy to follow her to an address she
has been given. But wait. We see people pushing buggies full of items from their past lives, or we see children
on the television struggling to survive due to the lack of food or clean water in their country. As absurd as the
Bugatti scenario gets when pushed to extremes, the point it raises is a serious one: only when the sacrifices
become very significant indeed would most people be prepared to say that Bob does nothing wrong when he
decides not to throw the switch. And what is one month's dining out, compared to a child's life? He has
invested most of his savings in a very rare and valuable old car, a Bugatti, which he has not been able to
insure. Would that make it all right for Bob to do the same? In the world as it is now, I can see no escape from
the conclusion that each one of us with wealth surplus to his or her essential needs should be giving most of it
to help people suffering from poverty so dire as to be life-threatening. In conclusion, although Singer does
have a good meaning behind his essay, he fails to persuade his audience by being too demanding. Bob's
conduct, most of us will immediately respond, was gravely wrong. The Australian philosopher Peter Singer,
who later this month begins teaching at Princeton University, is perhaps the world's most controversial
ethicist. She delivers the boy, gets the money, spends some of it on a television set and settles down to enjoy
her new acquisition. Isn't it counterproductive to ask people to do so much? Yet for a utilitarian philosopher
like myself -- that is, one who judges whether acts are right or wrong by their consequences -- if the upshot of
the American's failure to donate the money is that one more kid dies on the streets of a Brazilian city, then it
is, in some sense, just as bad as selling the kid to the organ peddlers. Hypothetical examples can easily become
farcical. We know, too, that at least in the next year, the United States Government is not going to meet even
the very modest Umited Nations-recommended target of 0. In addition to the pleasure he gets from driving and
caring for his car, Bob knows that its rising market value means that he will always be able to sell it and live
comfortably after retirement. People are separated by their countries and the economic situations in those
countries; some progressive and advanced, while others suffer in terrible conditions and starvation. Going out
to nice restaurants, buying new clothes because the old ones are no longer stylish, vacationing at beach resorts
â€”so much of our income is spent on things not essential to the preservation of our lives and health. If you
still think that it was very wrong of Bob not to throw the switch that would have diverted the train and saved
the child's life, then it is hard to see how you could deny that it is also very wrong not to send money to one of
the organizations listed above. That would be taking fairness too far. Unlike Dora, Bob did not have to look
into the eyes of the child he was sacrificing for his own material comfort. One day when Bob is out for a drive,
he parks the Bugatti near the end of a railway siding and goes for a walk up the track. How far past losing the
Bugatti should he go? Singer's demand that people donate all of their surplus money made me, and I'm sure
other people who have read this article as well, irritated at Singer for making such a large request without
explaining why this was the right thing to do and almost made me not want to donate at all because Singer had
angered me. We are all in that situation. Singer says that although the nature of Dora and Bob's relationships
with the children was different, they still both should have done everything they could have to save the child.
Similarly, his argument that severely disabled infants should, in some cases, receive euthanasia has been
praised as courageous by some -- and denounced by others, including anti-abortion activists, who have
protested Singer's Princeton appointment. Think again about Bob and his Bugatti. Unlike Dora, too, he did not
mislead the child or initiate the chain of events imperiling him. But wait. For instance, one cannot buy a pair
of shoes that they insist are cute and must have, or one cannot buy rims for their car only because it will make
their car look cool. In addition to the pleasure he gets from driving and caring for his car, Bob knows that its
rising market value means that he will always be able to sell it and live comfortably after retirement. To show
how practical philosophical argument can be, Unger even tells his readers that they can easily donate funds by
using their credit card and calling one of these toll-free numbers: for Unicef; for Oxfam America. In the world
as it is now, I can see no escape from the conclusion that each one of us with wealth surplus to his or her
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essential needs should be giving most of it to help people suffering from poverty so dire as to be
life-threatening. Nobody who knows the world of overseas aid can doubt that such uncertainties exist.


