
A REVIEW OF THE POEMS CROSSING BROOKLYN FERRY AND

PASSAGE TO INDIA

Thus we see poems like song of the open road and crossing brooklyn ferry, where the poet claims to be able to enter
into the heads of others exploration.

To protect the anonymity of contributors, we've removed their names and personal information from the
essays. LeMaster and Donald D. To transform previous failure into success, the poet celebrates America, the
continent that Columbus discovered accidentally but which ultimately gave reality to his dream of connecting
East and West. The example essays in Kibin's library were written by real students for real classes. In section
8, Whitman describes the beauty of the Manhattan harbor, the sunset on the river, the seagulls, and the
twilight. In both poems he was dealing with the figure of the poet striving to reach the Soul through making
connections among physical phenomena. His own experience is similar to that of the reader years from now.
Later, in section 3, the steel rails that cross the American continent are envisioned as "duplicate slender lines.
In Whitman's view, both the mind and the spirit are realities and matter is only a means which enables man to
realize this truth. What hooks you? Without the catalogues, the interspersed narratives, and the expansive
rhetorical features of the early long poems, Whitman's talent, at least for some readers, found its best
expression in the short poem such as "A Noiseless Patient Spider. India represents the historical cradle of
civilization and religion and also the ultimate goal of the spiritual journey, yet, as Whitman says at the
beginning of the poem's last section, the goal is "Passage to more than India! He thinks of "the simple,
compact, well-join'd scheme" of the universe and believes himself to be "disintegrated yet part of the scheme.
Lovell, John, Jr. The Soul "gently masterest the orbs" section 8. The last major poem of Whitman's career,
"Passage to India" celebrates the achievement of material science and industry, but the poem merely used
these physical forms to accomplish what he termed the "unfolding of cosmic purposes" Traubel  In the second
section, the men and women on the ferryboat become the eternal "impalpable sustenance" of the poet. The
major image in the poem is the ferry. The coming together of these men and women symbolizes the spiritual
unity of men in this world. Betsy Erkkila sees in the poem the same repudiation of materialistic values as it
"leaps" toward spiritual transcendence, but she sees also a reconciliation of materialism and spiritualism in the
figure of Columbus. For some readers, Whitman's turning to traditional poetic diction "thee," "thou," "seest" is
disappointing. This section is transitional and marks the beginning of the change of the poet's attitude toward
men and objects. In "Passage to India" he is too impatient to construct the panorama, and he yearns for the
journey to be accomplished.


