
WHAT ROLE DID THE GOVERNMENT PLAY IN THE INDUSTRIAL

REVOLUTION

In the United States, the industrial age consisted of two industrial revolutions. The first industrial revolution occurred
between , while the second.

When the national bank closed, state governments responded by creating over state-chartered banks within
five years. State governments played a key role encouraging both new banking institutions and a vastly
increased transportation network. Did you know? Quality of Life During Industrialization Though many
people in Britain had begun moving to the cities from rural areas before the Industrial Revolution, this process
accelerated dramatically with industrialization, as the rise of large factories turned smaller towns into major
cities over the span of decades. The first strike among textile workers protesting wage and factory conditions
occurred in and even the model mills of Lowell faced large strikes in the s. Most sources will tell you that he
intentionally memorized the design of the mill's spinning machine so he could recreate it in America and strike
it rich. People such as Jeremy Benthem argued that the state needed to intervene if private enterprise was
going to flourish. Indeed, this rapid expansion of credit and the banks' often unregulated activities helped to
exacerbate an economic collapse in that resulted in a six-year depression. Meanwhile, even as industrialization
increased economic output overall and improved the standard of living for the middle and upper classes, poor
and working class people continued to struggle. The Industrial Revolution had begun in Britain during the
midth century, but the American colonies lagged far behind the mother country in part because the abundance
of land and scarcity of labor in the New World reduced interest in expensive investments in machine
production. It enjoyed great success, which led to the opening of branch offices in eight major cities by  In the
early s, Richard Trevithick debuted a steam-powered locomotive, and in similar locomotives started
transporting freight and passengers between the industrial hubs of Manchester and Liverpool. However, the
chief organizational breakthrough of the Industrial Revolution was the "factory system" where work was
performed on a large scale in a single centralized location. Share this:. The use of a state charter to provide
special benefits for a private corporation was a crucial and controversial innovation in republican America.
Historians continue to debate many aspects of industrialization, including its exact timeline, why it began in
Britain as opposed to other parts of the world and the idea that it was actually more of a gradual evolution than
a revolution. The key legal and governmental support for economic development in the early 19th century
ultimately came at the state, rather than the national, level. Here's a different version of the history of Samuel
Slater's mill. Control of the ordinary people might stave off the ideas of change and revolution, so more layers
of bureaucracy were added. While he introduced a vital new technology to the United States, the economic
takeoff of the Industrial Revolution required several other elements before it would transform American life.
The mechanization of labor created by technological innovation had made working in factories increasingly
tedious and sometimes dangerous , and many workers were forced to work long hours for pitifully low wages.
The transition from an agricultural to an industrial economy took more than a century in the United States, but
that long development entered its first phase from the s through the s. The word "luddite" refers to a person
who is opposed to technological change. In , British inventors William Cooke and Charles Wheatstone
patented the first commercial telegraphy system, even as Samuel Morse and other inventors worked on their
own versions in the United States. The rise of wage labor at the heart of the Industrial Revolution also
exploited working people in new ways. Thanks for watching! Road, bridge, and especially canal building was
an expensive venture, but most state politicians supported using government-granted legal privileges and
funds to help create the infrastructure that would stimulate economic development.


