
THE CONCEPT OF DEATH AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LIFE IN THE

THINGS THEY CARRIED BY TIM OBRIEN

The Things They Carried By Tim O'Brien. Mariner The things they carried were largely determined by necessity. . He
carried a strobe light and the responsibility for the lives of his men. .. At the time of his death he had been carrying a.

Love is an important matter in our life because it motivates us in different ways. This knowledge causes
emotions that motivate people to act in ways that they normally would not. The things they carry are also
determined by their rank or specialty. Later in the novel he will try to explain the concept of Truth and what
we must do in order to understand the truth in a fictional story. If the answer matters, says the narrator, you
have your answer. It is effective. However, the reader is admonished to remember that there was no Norman
Bowker. He will shift his focus. O'Brien explains how the stories told about those who have passed are meant
to keep the deceased's life alive. I use the word "trick" facetiously. In explaining the origin of the story, the
persona named Tim O'Brien gives the history of where the story came from. Ted died at his expense because
he was too busy focusing on his love Martha, rather than his men. Does this "author's trick" mean that O'Brien
is a bad writer? It is a story about people who grow up. A Vietnamese baby, which lay nearby, was a roasted
peanut  These stories are fiction. They went on a single date, to see the movie Bonnie and Clyde. There was
the band which played continually though they must have known they were minutes from their own deaths. He
carries her photographs, including one of her playing volleyball, but closer to his heart still are his memories.
The narrator is a writer which makes you think that he is the author, doesn't it? Mary Anne wears her necklace
of tongues. To explore the savior motif in its many incarnations is to explore our own purpose in life. The
"weight of memory" was one thing all the solders carried  The young soldier died. Much of our knowledge has
been brought upon by what we see and hear, rather of what we know. A group of Vietnamese women warm
the soldiers not to settle in a field along the river, but Jimmy Cross orders the men to stay there anyway and
tells the girls to leave. Stories are for those late hours in the night when you can't remember how you got from
where you were to where you are. It is about people who exercise their freewill by disobeying authority.
Because he feels this pain, he sacrifices the memory of Martha and burns the letters and pictures.


