
RESEARCH METHODS IN EDUCATION

This rewritten and updated sixth edition of the long-running bestseller Research Methods in Education covers the whole
range of methods currently employed by .

The book gives an in depth understanding of quantitative and qualitative research designs and offers a
practical guide for data collection and data analysis. As with previous editions this book is clearly organised
and well written and appeals to a wide audience of experienced and novice researchers alike. Characteristics of
educational research[ edit ] There is no single "correct" way of conducting research in the field of education.
In this new edition, new chapters are added emphasising both quantitative and qualitative methods in
combination with thought-through discussions about how to mix them. The approach is much more utilitarian
as it strives to find information that will directly influence practice. Research demands accurate observation
and description. Approaches[ edit ] There are different approaches to educational research. With this book on
your library shelf, you are good to go. Excellent extensions will make the book an even more popular basis for
classes on both qualitative and quantitative methods. Research is a deliberate and unhurried activity which is
directional but often refines the problem or questions as the research progresses. Cohen et al continue to
update Research Methods in Education, with new theoretical, ethical, virtual and mixed methods information.
As research and education move into increasingly fluid and complex dimensions, Research Methods in
Education will support students, researchers and practitioners in charting a course through these changing
waters as they seek to create new knowledge about effective teaching and deepen our understanding of how
learners learn. Research involves gathering new data from primary or first-hand sources or using existing data
for a new purpose. It is an essential 'friend' for teacher students from various disciplines who are not familiar
with social science research. Research is based upon observable experience or empirical evidence. This text
has always been a mainstay on our reading lists but this new edition now features additional research topics
and new perspectives on a wider range of research methods. The new edition keeps the strong focus on
education studies. Research generally employs carefully designed procedures and rigorous analysis. Research
attempts to find an objective, unbiased solution to the problem and takes great pains to validate the procedures
employed. The book can be used when planning a project and then throughout the whole research process and
is therefore a complete methods book. Basic approach[ edit ] Basic, or academic research focuses on the
search for truth [2] or the development of educational theory. Research requires expertiseâ€”familiarity with
the field; competence in methodology; technical skill in collecting and analyzing the data. Research is
carefully recorded and reported to other persons interested in the problem. Applied approach[ edit ] The
pursuit of information that can be directly applied to practice is aptly known as applied or contractual research.
Gary Anderson outlined ten aspects of educational research: [2] Educational research attempts to solve a
problem. It works across levels, and while it provides clarity for the beginning researcher there is plenty here
to aid the seasoned researcher with an open mind to new approaches and emerging practices. One is a basic
approach. Jansen, Associate Professor Teacher Education, University of Groningen, The Netherlands
"Research Methods in Education continues to offer an excellent route map, a well-structured and inspiring
travel guide, for students engaging in research. A superb text that provides guidance for my own research as
well as for students and partners in research projects. The new edition addresses an important need to explain
research design and question setting in more detail, helping guide the newcomer through the research process
from inception through analysis to reporting. It's worth noting the impressive web page and links to materials
for all chapters which is still the benchmark when looking at the competition for books in this area of social
and education research.


