
ACCOUNT OF THE REMOVAL OF THE CHEROKEE INDIANS BY

PRESIDENT ANDREW JACKSON

John Ross, left, and Major Ridge teamed up to protect Cherokee holdings in what is . A month later, Andrew Jackson
was elected president of the United States. . The majority of the tribe members remained opposed to removal, but the
Ridges Editor's note: An earlier version of this story referred erroneously to events.

And that is, to remove to the west. Part of the Cherokee holdings were in what is now Tennessee. We look to
him for protection in the hour of distress. Once passed by Congress, President Andrew Jackson quickly signed
the bill into law. Supreme Court ruled in Worcester v. Unfortunately, despite his many talents and keen
intelligence, Ross was no match for the President. They have always been at war, and would be easily tempted
to turn their arms against peaceful emigrants. Brands writes that, given the "racist realities of the time, Jackson
was almost certainly correct in contending that for the Cherokees to remain in Georgia risked their extinction".
The passage of this act was certainly understood by the representatives of Georgia as abandoning us to the
oppressive and cruel measures of the state, and as sanctioning the opinion that treaties with Indians do not
restrain state legislation. The Cherokees might even have realized that advantage had it not been for the militia
leader they fought under: Andrew Jackson. Not too many years later, Elias Boudinot and John Ridge were
slain with knives and tomahawks in the midst of their families, while Major Ridge was ambushed and shot to
death. As certain as the sun shines to guide you in your path, so certain is it that you cannot drive back the
laws of Georgia from among you. The figure shocked the Principal Chief. M'Intosh , the United States
Supreme Court handed down a decision stating that Indians could occupy and control lands within the United
States but could not hold title to those lands. They tried to talk as they once had, but the only thing they could
agree on was that all talk of murder had to stop. They would be paid for improvements, removed at
government expense, and maintained for two years. There are doubtless many, who would flee to an unknown
country, however beset with dangers, privations and sufferings, rather than be sentenced to spend six years in
a Georgia prison for advising one of their neighbors not to betray his country. For their act of betrayal against
the Cherokee Nation the leaders of the Treaty Party faced a punishment of death, according to Cherokee law.
In this circular to the Cherokee people, Jackson lays out his case for removal. We even cherish the hope, that
these efforts, seconded and followed by others of a similar character, will yet be available, so far as to mitigate
our sufferings, if not to effect our entire deliverance. In our own land, on our own soil, and in our own
dwellings, which we reared for our wives and for our little ones, when there was peace on our mountains and
in our valleys, we are encountering troubles which cannot but try our very souls. The perseverance of
successive presidents, and especially of Mr. Sequoyah, a mixed-blood Cherokee, distilled the Cherokee oral
language into a set of 86 symbols; soon, the tribe enjoyed a higher rate of literacy than the settlers who called
them savages. The exodus was a communal tragedy, as it had been for the other tribes.


