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Computer science is unusual among scientific disciplines in that current faculty research has many loose ends
appropriate for undergraduate research. Feedback from conference reviewers can sometimes be useful too.
You do not want to have to deal with them during step 11 below. A lot of experiments are being conducted to
build a powerful quantum computer. Normally this is a Computer Science faculty member. Make sure you
have a handle on all of the departmental paperwork you need to fill out. You can also have non-CS faculty
members on these committees so Dan is a good addition. You did see Star Wars didn't you!!! Format The
thesis should contain an informative abstract separate from the body of the thesis. This is a bibliography that
contains a full reference of the paper and a 2 paragraph summary of the paper. Talk to your advisor about the
presentation. This will allow you to see what areas are still new and have not been addressed yet. This is what
should resonate in your mind when you think of the relationship between you and your advisor. Whats the
difference between a MS 'thesis' and a 'project'? Once you have presented there is a time for public questions
by the audienced or your committee. The way you think and solve problems in the future will change because
of this. If you miss this deadline you will have to wait till the following semester to graduate. It uses image
and signal processing techniques to extract useful information from a large amount of data. As a PhD student
you should try and publish 1 conference paper per year and at least 1 journal paper before you graduate. You
need it to secure a good position after you finish your PhD. Whether you have any presentation, thesis project
or a seminar you can choose any topic from these and prepare a good report. You cannot simply duplicate
work that has already been done. To write a thesis, students may enroll in Computer Science 91r one or both
terms during their senior year, under the supervision of their research advisor. You need to do this at least 2
months before you take the preliminary exam since it is often difficult to coordinate the schedule of your
commitee. Once a project gets going, it often seems to assume a life of its own. It is documentation of an
attempt to contribute to the general understanding of some problem of computer science, together with
exposition that sets the work in the context of what has come before and what might follow. The length of the
thesis should be as long as it needs to be to present its arguments, but no longer! Also tell your friends what
you're thinking as a thesis area. Rehearse this well because failing this presentation will usually mean failing
your thesis. Your defence will usually last at most an hour in which you must do a talk and a demonstration.
An information session for those interested in writing a senior thesis is held towards the end of each spring
semester. Thesis Timeline for Seniors The timeline below is for students graduating in May. They cover a
wide range of projects and will give you the best idea of what is expected in the writeup. If it is a software
system give diagrams, relevant algorithms etc. If you are stopping with a MS degree this will be your last
chance to do anything that you truly enjoy. We predict that you will ask us to do this during D-1 month. There
is no official policy for choosing an advisor. However, we encourage you to meet with your supervisor at least
several times during the Fall and Spring, and to agree on deadlines for initial results, chapter outlines, drafts,
etc. Describe future work in this area. December All fourth year concentrators are contacted by the Office of
Academic Programs and those planning to submit a senior thesis are requested to supply certain information.
Use the WWW. Now go grab a calendar and map your schedule out. Final Remarks The thing to remember is
that you must learn to find a path and follow a path by yourself. You need to make an improvement.


