
COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAY OUTLINE FOR KIDS

Learn how to effectively teach the Compare/Contrast Essay: Use these great steps to help your students write excellent
compare/contrast.

What is a Compare and Contrast Essay? Some basic transition words you may already know are: first, next,
then, finally. Since you're comparing and contrasting, your opening sentence should name the two stories that
you are writing about. Discuss reasons for learning to write about similarities and differences. Provide model
sentences with these words which they can use until they become comfortable with them. They should
continue the cycle of editing and revising until they are satisfied with the quality of their essay. Be sure to
check off on a roster the names of students who turn in essays because they could be stolen during the peer
evaluation activity. Academic topics such as comparing two organisms, two wars, two approaches to solving a
math problem may also be useful. She is the author of four books. This resource also provides a model essay
so that you can model expectations for your students. Melissa Kelly has a master's degree in secondary
education and over eight years of experience in the classroom. You can also use this to help differentiate â€”
provide more scaffolding for the students that need it, while your advanced students may only have the topic
sentences scaffolded for them â€” or maybe even no scaffolding at all. This is especially beneficial for your
ELL and low language students, but ALL of your students will benefit from this strategy. Write details about
the first story on the left, details about the second story on the right, and details about how the stories are the
same, or different, in the middle. Explain the advantages of revising on the computer. Many tenth graders have
difficulty thinking of these words if this step is skipped. This helps peers recognize that the essay is
incomplete. By giving in-class writing time, many more students will work on the assignment. Example
Sentence Starters 1. You can see students' critical thinking skills improve as they learn to write the essay. An
example of this is when you read two books and tell how the characters, events, or endings are the same. Walk
around asking who needs a little help to get more participation from reluctant learners. Students should be told
that the block is better to show similarities and the feature-by-feature is better to show differences. Writing a
compare and contrast essay is even harder. All of my 3rd grade students â€” even my more advanced and
gifted students â€” benefited from additional scaffolding when writing any essay, but especially a compare
and contrast essay.


