
BLACK NAZARENE

The Black Nazarene is a life-sized image of a dark-skinned, kneeling Jesus Christ carrying the Cross enshrined in the
Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene in.

Most Filipino Catholics consider the Nazarene statue to be miraculous, able to heal terminal cancers and other
sicknesses, to grant petitions, and to help those in need. The Black Nazarene image is brought out of the shrine
for public veneration three times a year. Devotees kiss the image of the Nazareno, believing it could bring
miracles into their lives. Participating in the feast is just one of their ways of reaching that goal. Hijos del
Nazareno, Sons of the Nazarene, clad in yellow or white shirts, form an honor guard for the Black Nazarene
and serve as marshals. Furthermore, one of our groups operates in the parish of Quiapo. There are debates on
how the statue got its dark hue Many believe that the image, made by an unnamed Mexican sculptor, was
brought to Manila via the Acapulco galleon trade on May 31,  In , a stampede even killed one devotee.
Authorities estimate that over , devotees strode barefoot in the procession, which whole almost week long
event was attended by 9 million people. Among the celebrations of a religious nature, the procession of the
"Black Nazarene" is one of the most famous and popular. It ends in Quiapo in late night of the same day or
early the following morning, depending on how long the image has travelled. They can take so much abuse
and sufferings just like Jesus did during his passion, crucifixion, and death on the cross. The touch of the cloth
is said to bring physical healing. John the Baptist as patron. The vigil continues many of these same activities
long into the night. Traslacion is only one of the various rituals surrounding the image of the Nazareno People
often conflate the traslacion with the Feast of the Black Nazarene itself. Whatever these efforts, the
devotionalism of Filipinos seems to be growing, especially as it is manifest in burgeoning participation in the
Black Nazarene feast. Poor people comprise the majority of devotees at the feast and have an especially deep
devotion the Black Nazarene as a way of identifying their own struggles with the Passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus. A massive fire engulfed Quiapo Church in and a strong earthquake heavily damaged the
church in but the statue was not destroyed. Mesquite wood, black to the core like the Philippine kamagong,
was a widely used material during the time that the statue was carved. In fact, near the church there is a
mosque, the Golden Mosque. Quiapo Church officials estimated that around five million individuals will
participate in the annual traslacion on Wednesday. The statue was entrusted to a Recollect priest who brought
it to Manila. They celebrated their first traslacion in  Others believe it can grant petitions, help those in need
and forgive sins. Few religious celebrations anywhere in the world can match this feast in terms of the number
and fervor of devotees surrounding the procession. Another devotee was declared dead on arrival at the
hospital after suffering from bruises, contusion and wounds at the arrival of the statue inside the minor basilica
of Quiapo. All devotees wear maroon and yellow like the image, and they walk barefoot as a form of penance
and in emulation of Christ's walk to Golgotha. Vengco Jr of the Loyola School of Theology, the statue was
never white to begin with. Every first Friday of the month the church is even more crowded and the priests
celebrate a mass every hour of the day, from five in the morning until seven in the evening ". Descriptions of
the vigil and feast are based on participant observation at these events in January  Fanaticism has no heavenly
intention. Sign up today and access exclusive content, events, and workshops curated especially for those who
crave clarity and collaboration in an intelligent, action-oriented community. The procession usually takes 18 to
22 hours, and sometimes even longer.


