
HORTAL IN BANGLADESH

Jamaat-e-Islami withdraws countrywide hartal after the High Court rejects a writ that challenged legality of Islam as state
religion of Bangladesh.

His equipment was smashed, and soon after he gave an interview to Al Jazeera, plainclothes officials raided
his home and took him away. Many women work in garment factories on low pay, helping build an industry in
which Bangladesh has become a world leader, but in which the country has few competitive advantages other
than cheap labour â€” the material and machinery may be imported, as local factories supply to overseas
brands which pay as little as they can to squeeze costs, creating billionaire manufacturers and an impoverished
workforce. The Awami League government has become increasingly intolerant. Disclaimer: The viewpoints
expressed by the authors do not necessarily reflect the opinions, viewpoints and editorial policies of TRT
World. Hartals are a recognized political method for articulating a political demand; they may be called by
political parties, labor organizations, or any group whose aim is to protest a government action or appeal to the
sympathies of the government or general public. Most days, cars move only sluggishly. If the organizers of
hartals or their supporters encounter other people on the street, they may view them to be in opposition to the
hartal and could respond with violence. In other words, Bangladeshis are improving their lives by being
resourceful and finding work where they can. We welcome all pitches and submissions to TRT World Opinion
â€” please send them via email, to opinion. More than 7, people died in accidents in , and this year the toll
may be similar. Over protesters have been injured and over a dozen journalists attacked. Extremist groups
have threated and murdered free thinkers and bloggers while state decrees against hurting religious sentiment
has led to a fundamentalist clamour against rationalists and atheists. Organizers and supporters often begin
their protests on the night before a hartal. Security forces are known to use tear gas and other crowd control
measures against demonstrators, including firearms with rubber bullets. One victim is renowned Bangladeshi
photographer, Shahidul Alam. The organizers of hartals may expect businesses to close and public
transportation to cease or may hope the public will remain at home or join them in demonstrations. Those
include poverty and inequality, but also increasing frustration over corruption, lack of accountability and
transparency, and violence. There is far more going on here than a traffic dispute. Previous protests in
Bangladesh have turned violent, resulting in lengthy traffic disruptions, injuries, and deaths. They spared no
one as they took on the responsibility that the state seemed to have given up on. The U. Demonstrations could
affect local transportation services, schools, shopping malls, and infrastructure. But the standstill in Dhaka
since July 29 is for a more poignant reason. The trajectory of Turkey-Libya relations Increasingly hostile to
dissent, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's government wants to halt anti-government momentum ahead of
elections later this year. She won so easily because her rival, Begum Khaleda Zia, leader of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party, and her allies had boycotted the elections, giving the ruling party a cakewalk in many
constituencies. Actions to Take:. It could backfire. Hasina Wazed is enjoying international recognition
because Bangladesh is host to nearly a million Rohingya refugees fleeing massacres in Myanmar. Even
peaceful demonstrations have the potential to quickly turn violent. While the appalling collapse of the building
Rana Plaza in , when more than 1, people died as a building housing garment-exporting factories collapsed, is
fresh in many minds, it was only the most sensational case of norms being violated. Even as the government
promised action, young men, many wearing helmets to hide their identity, moved around intimidating and
beating protesters , and destroying the camera or phones of others, including journalists, who were recording
the mayhem. Bangladesh has rightly earned praise for its willingness to accept the refugees, but that goodwill
will peter out if Bangladesh continues to act with relative impunity over how it lives up to its obligations to its
own people. Participants are known to throw rocks, debris, and small homemade explosive devices. Hartals
often result in redeployments of local law enforcement personnel, unpredictable vehicular traffic patterns and
road closures. Many men go abroad for work â€” according to data, some 2. Many other industries, including
leather tanneries, brick-making, and shipbreaking, have poor environmental and safety standards.


