
CONTENT OF A THESIS STATEMENT

This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis statements work in your an interpretation of a literary
work based on an analysis of its content.

Anson, Chris M. On the other hand, if your thesis is clear in your mind, it is very easy to write it down on a
piece of paper. Examine your figures with these questions in mind: Is the figure self-explanatory? This person
will become your research mentor and this gives you someone to talk with and get background material from.
Include a caption for each figure and table, citing how it was constructed reference citations, data sources, etc.
Clark, P. Show the reader what you have done in your study, and explain why. A declarative sentence is
simply a sentence that makes a statement rather than asking a question or making a command. I do not mean
by a thesis statement something that you necessarily write before writing the essay. Every paper you write
should have a main point, a main idea, or central message. Your handbook has good advice on how to revise a
trial thesis statement. The subject, or topic, of an essay might be World War II or Moby Dick; a thesis must
then offer a way to understand the war or the novel. How long does it need to be? Shape your topic so that you
can get straight to the "meat" of it. This suggestion is about the wording of your thesis, not your attitude.
Simpson and Hays cite more than double-author references by the surname of the first author followed by et
al. Original thesis: We must save the whales. Included in this working thesis is a reason for the war and some
idea of how the two sides disagreed over this reason. Placing your thesis in perspective In the final section you
should place your work in a wider, academic perspective and determine any unresolved questions. Don't try to
think of the one perfect topic for an essay; there probably isn't one. If it doesn't make a point, if it's just a
random bunch of paragraphs about the same topic that never come to any conclusion, then it isn't really an
essay. Assess whether: the data support the textual statement the data contradict the textual statement the data
are insufficient to prove or refute the textual statement the data may support the textual statement, but are not
presented in such a way that you can be sure you are seeing the same phenomenon in the data that the author
claims to have seen. For more ideas on how to get started, see our handout on brainstorming. Even if we
accept that every good essay does have a thesis statement, often that thesis is implied by the essay and not
explicitly stated. You must write your abstract last. See Transitions and Reminders of Thesis. Include the
broader implications of your results. Not all theses have a separate theory section. Giving Credit How does
one fairly and accurately indicate who has made what contributions towards the results and interpretations
presented in your paper? Sufficient references such that a reader could, by going to the library, achieve a
sophisticated understanding of the context and significance of the question. Is it obvious where introductory
material "old stuff" ends and your contribution "new stuff" begins? To get started, use whatever techniques
seem to work for you: freewriting, clustering, talking it over with friends, brainstorming. How to write a thesis
statement Step 1: Formulate a research question Come up with a research question that you want to answer, or
extract the question from your assignment prompt. Discussion Sections Quarantine your observations from
your interpretations. Now you have a working thesis! Your thesis changed to reflect your new insights. Does
the figure caption guide the reader's eye to the "take-home lesson" of the figure? Engaging emotions is not the
main point, but a way to elucidate the phenomenon so that the reader understands it in a new and better way.
Ruszkiewicz, John J. Make sure that the thesis stands out and can be easily interpreted. Proper
acknowledgement of the previous work on which you are building. What are the exceptions to these patterns
or generalizations? A well-crafted thesis statement reflects well-crafted ideas.


