
CONFLICT BETWEEN FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND DIRECTIVE

When there is a conflict between Fundamental Rights(FR) and Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), which should
prevail? FR? or DPSP? The answer is.

Scope of DPSP is limitless. The court further said that where two interpretation of the law is possible, and one
interpretation validates the law while other interpretation makes the law unconstitutional and void, then the
first interpretation which validates the law should be adopted. Now as per this doctrine the court held that if no
inherent power is present then no conflict will arise but if any conflict comes in force just because the court is
trying to interpret a particular law so they should attempt to give effect to both as far as possible. However, the
first clause of Article 31 C was said to be valid. In this case, S. Bombay Municipal Corporation, , the Supreme
Court has submitted that DPSP are fundamental in the governance of the country so equal importance should
be given to meaning and concept of fundamental rights In Dalmia Cement vs. Hence they are societarian and
socialistic. Union of India, , the Supreme Court said that no difference can be made between the 2 sets of
rights. These are positive as they requires the state to do certain things 2. Hence they are personal and
individualistic. The present order of precedence is as below: FR except 14 and  The theme of fundamental
rights must be made in light to DPSP. Article 31 C contained two provisions: a. What is Article 39 c?
Conclusion It can be concluded by saying that the basic feature of the constitution is to maintain harmony
between fundamental rights and DPSP. Later parliament brought the 42nd Amendment Act in , which
extended the scope of the above first provision of Article 31C by including within its purview any law to
implement any of the DPSPs specified in Part IV of the constitutional and not merely Article 39 b or c. Now in
the case of Pathumma vs. They are automatically enforced. Fundamental Rights and the DPSP are the two
wheels of the chariot as an aid to make social and economic democracy a truism [1]. Now, what is the
Doctrine of Harmonious Construction? Fundamental rights deal with Civil and political rights whereas DPSP
deals with social and economic rights.


