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The First Italo-Ethiopian War in which Italy invaded Ethiopia ended with a defeat for Italy at the last battle.

While this mantra clearly communicates the perception of European superiority, under its banner the most
uncivilized of acts were committed, including but not limited to the massacre of 20, Ethiopians in Addis
Ababa. This is the key advantage of liberalism. States are the primary actors in the anarchical world and try to
maximize relative power to ensure survival. I will argue that Italy was driven to invade primarily by domestic
political concerns, especially building support for the Fascist regime via the glory of conquest and distributed
economic gains. Sugimura Yotaro, on 16 July assured Mussolini that his country held no political interests in
Ethiopia and would stay neutral in the coming war. Therefore, the League of Nations must have been a poorly
constructed institution. The initial invasion of Ethiopia was met with apathy if not quiet support from the
League of Nations, especially Britain and France. The sanctions remained ineffective because of general lack
of support. In the end, the badly equipped Ethiopian Army, which still used swords and spears because of the
lack of firearms, was subdued by the invader without significant resistance. Finally, liberal arguments indicate
that the League of Nations was constructed so that Mussolini knew that other powers costs of compliance were
higher than the cost of cheating the rules. By building naval bases on the Red Sea that could intercept British
shipping in the Red Sea, the French hoped to reduce the value of the Suez Canal for the British, and thus lever
them out of Egypt. The exact reason for the Italian invasion is still disputed by different schools of
international relations theory. As Mussolini consolidated control and looked outward for territorial gains, he
wished to avoid mass domestic dissent. After this, the conflict heated up and attracted international attention.
The war also saw a united front of former opponents of the Ethiopian emperor â€” or Ras, as the title is
domestically called â€” Menelik II, who overcame their petty differences and defeated the Italian invaders
together. To further assist in avoiding this dissent, the Italians could use Ethiopia as a testing ground for
racialist totalitarian policies. This would legitimate the regime and allow the Fascists to pursue their
totalitarian regime with the complicity of the Italian people. Resort to War: â€”  There are sufficient domestic
drivers of the invasion of Ethiopia to validate the observations of liberalism. Anarchy and the Struggle for
Power. The Ethiopians occupying the high ground rolled boulders in front of and behind several of the tanks,
immobilizing them. In Mingst, K. Ethiopia Abyssinia , which Italy had unsuccessfully tried to conquer in the
s, was in one of the few independent states in a European-dominated Africa. The point at which Italy faced
repercussions on the international stage was when the League learned of the brutality of the campaign.
Liberalism offers a fuller picture of the Italian motive for invasion, and thus is the superior theoretical
explanation for the invasion. The security dilemma means that cooperation is difficult but possible ; states are
often concerned about cheating or loss of relative power that can hurt its survival and would rather not take the
risk of cooperation Mearsheimer b. This projection of power would serve as a deterrent, such that other states
did not dare to threaten Italian security. In response to Ethiopian appeals, the League of Nations condemned
the Italian invasion in and voted to impose economic sanctions on the aggressor. Furthermore, the technology
was unreliable on the robust terrains of East Africa. Ristuccia, C. Exactly 40 years later, under the Fascist flag
of Benito Mussolini, Italy wanted to revive its imperialist status. Mussolini needed to create a certain public
spirit that would rally around fascism, which a glorious quest of righteous conquest could foster. Then I will
review the varying explanations for the Italian invasion of Ethiopia, drawing on conflict-specific works as well
as general theory from liberal and neorealist scholars. The loss was so embarrassing for Italians that the
Francesco Crispi government collapsed when the news was received. Oxford: University of Oxford. Italy
recognized that Britain and France viewed Italy as necessary to constrain nascent German power Robertson 
State interests prevailed over the rules, as members led by Britain and France prioritized the threat of a
reemergent Germany over the invasion of Ethiopia. The opening phase of the war is considered to be the De
Bono offensive in October  There was no recourse for these powers, so the British and French decided to cheat
the rules, which the Italians recognized and took advantage of Keohane  Meanwhile, Major Critini achieved a
breakout, having ordered his men to fix bayonets and charge. Diplomatic conflict ensued, and the Ethiopians
despite pressure from Britain and France to appease the Italians requested arbitration from the League of
Nations Baer  States function on both the domestic and international stage, and agreements made on the
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international stage must be desirable to a domestic audience. To compensate, a chauvinist mood was rampant
amongst the upper classes in Italy with the newspaper Il Diritto writing in an editorial: "Italy must be ready.
The Italians were supported by an armoured car and bomber aircraft; the bombs missed but machine-gun fire
from the car caused about Ethiopian casualties. Joining its European peers in Africa, the distributed economic
gains, and avenging the loss of the First Italo-Ethiopian War would rally the Italian public behind the regime
and Fascism.


