
THE SHAWL THE TRAGEDY OF THE

In The Shawl () Cynthia Ozick constructs a narrative of the Nazi genocide around women's experience, is a tragedy that
divides the Jewish culture.

In The Shawl, we meet a young Rosa Lublin who along with he Cynthia Ozick is a premier short story writer
and novelist in this country. The protagonist undergoes profound change. And although she's moved by their
encounter, she remains unable to commit either to him or to her future. What, if any, responsibility would an
average person bear? Immediately afterward, she goes downstairs to talk to the receptionist about having her
phone reconnected. The first sentence has no verbs in it at all. A means of Magda's survival and then in later
years, Rosa's only link to Magda, the shawl takes Rosa out of her chilling everyday struggle to live in the
present. Ask them if they find Rosa to be a sympathetic character. Writing Exercise Ask students to write a
letter to a friend, perhaps one who does not like to read, explaining why The Shawl is a good book. Most of
these projects could be shared at a local library, a student assembly, or a bookstore. EJ Homework Ask your
students to identify three major themes in the book. Starting with "Jewish Life," ask groups to present what
they learned to the class. Show your class the DVD of Schindler's List Following the screening, lead a class
discussion to explore the accuracy of the portrayals of the movie and The Shawl, in both detail and spirit.
Homework: Read from the break on page 39 until the break on page  Do you find it surprising that Rosa
imagines an American life for Magda? Fadiman: The shawl is what keeps Magda alive. Have volunteers read
their scenes aloud to the class. The largest reading program in American history, The Big Read is designed to
unite communities through great literature. That's www. Who do you believe? Newspapers appeared in
Hebrew, Yiddish, and Polish. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language e. But she was
jealous of Magda. Broadway composer Irving Berlin, magician Harry Houdini, and science fiction writer Isaac
Asimov all came to America as children, part of the vast wave of European Jewish immigrants. Ask your
students to write three paragraphs considering why Rosa refuses forget what happened during the Holocaust.
Do they consider her a heroic protagonist? Reed: For more information about The Big Read, go to www. The
Holocaust as presented in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and illustrated with historical
photographs. Elie Wiesel: The main story is about really a survivor, how she lives with her memories. If so,
what? Advanced students can come up with their own essay topics, as long as they are specific and
compelling. Why might those traits be particularly important to Rosa? If possible, try to include scenes and
persons reflective of the The Shawl: a home of a well-to- do family, a synagogue, Nazi soldiers, the Warsaw
ghetto, and so on. Shelves: short-stories , great-books-women , jewish-books , holocaust Cynthia Ozick is a
premier short story writer and novelist in this country. How do the circumstances under which Rosa and
Persky came to the United States color their views of life and each other? Writing Exercise On the day Rosa
and Persky meet, she is ashamed when Persky, a retired button manufacturer, notices her dress is missing a
button.


