
COLLEGE ESSAY LESSONS

A college application is little more than names and numbers. The numbers include SAT score, class rank, and GPA. The
names include classes.

Describe what you learned from the experience and how it changed you. Do the ideas flow logically? Note:
the prompts change annually. Guiding Questions: What is the relationship between specific details,
description, and storytelling? What about an experience that truly changed their perspective on things in an
important way? Depending on how much time you have to spend on these essays, I have many posts on
specific parts of the processâ€”from finding topics to how to write the conclusion to adding titles. The real
strength of the essay, however, is that Max manages the tone to avoid sounding like he is bragging about his
accomplishments. A: Each school has its own criteria and different readers will prefer different elements. To
complicate matters, most of the essay writing that students do in high school is argumentative writing. From
the first sentence, we know that Max's essay is going to be different: "Anthony was neither a leader nor a role
model. Those people are not the ones applying to college. A good story, well told. About others. Check out
this short visual guide to crafting a story. Then, ask them to talk in pairs or small groups about what patterns,
ideas or themes emerge when they review their timelines. What is one thing that you like about this story?
Also, as far as I could tell, no one really taught the teachers how to write college admissions essays and
students had had very little practice writing in a narrative style. This is particularly true because the prose is
never wordy, flowery, or excessive. And write down their thoughts. Your main Common App essay can be up
to words, while the essays for the University of California UC schools are around words each, and your
supplemental essays will vary. What questions do you have about this paragraph? Students can use these
details in their essays to describe themselves and their backgrounds. Then have them start writing out a rough
draft: Have them start with the anecdote to SHOW the problem and then background the incident a couple
paragraphs ; and then go on to TELL about what it meant explain, reflect, analyze, etc. When recalling these
events, you need to give more than the play-by-play or itinerary. The self-criticism of the essay's conclusion
may seem like a risk, but it arguably works to Max's advantage. The humility and self-critique is refreshing.
Get the best of Edutopia in your inbox each week. I believe this assignment can be a wonderful writing
assignment, and I bet the students will even enjoy it. You may encounter counselors who argue that
admissions officers are extremely busy, so shorter is always better. Also, essays on influential people often
conclude with the writers explaining how they've become a better people or owe all of their success to the
mentor. What you write in your application essay or personal statement should not contradict any other part of
your applicationâ€”nor should it repeat it.


