
WRITING A LAB REPORT EXAMPLES IN ELEMENTARY

Lab reports are an essential part of all laboratory courses and a significant part of your grade. Here's a format for a lab
report to use.

This is the first step of the scientific method, which will help you break up your lab report into cohesive,
informative portions. Alternatively, you could envision yourself five years from now, after the reading and
lectures for this course have faded a bit. Why are we going to do it that way? You may be tempted to signal
the complexity of the information you gathered by trying to design a graph that accounts for that complexity.
It may be helpful to provide a figure to diagram your experimental setup. Be specific; for example, the
instruments could not measure precisely, the sample was not pure or was contaminated, or calculated values
did not take account of friction. In simple terms, here you tell your readers what to make of the Results you
obtained. The Results section is often both the shortest yay! We revise these tips periodically and welcome
feedback. Also, recognize that saying whether the data supported your hypothesis or not involves making a
claim to be defended. If you can design a table to account for the data, that will tend to work much better than
jotting results down hurriedly on a scrap piece of paper. To this day, the viability of cold fusion is debated
within the scientific community, even though an increasing number of researchers believe it possible. This is
your procedure. Resist the urge to include every bit of data you collected, since perhaps not all are relevant.
Methods and Materials or Equipment can usually be a simple list, but make sure it is accurate and complete.
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. It should be brief aim for ten words or less
and describe the main point of the experiment or investigation. What kind of figure should you use to
represent your findings? You can learn more in our handout on passive voice. In either case, the concluding
statements help the reader to comprehend the significance of your project and your decision to write about it.
The title should be concise but informative to give the teacher an indication of what you're reporting on.
Remember that other researchers should ideally be able to reproduce experiments exactly, based on the lab
report; using first person indicates to some readers that the experiment cannot be duplicated without the
original researchers present. Read your lab manual thoroughly, well before you start to carry out the
experiment. Many editors of professional scientific journals prefer that writers distinguish the lines in their
graphs by attaching a symbol to them, usually a geometric shape triangle, square, etc. The Analysis section
contains any calculations you made based on those numbers. Then you can show more clearly why you
believe your hypothesis was or was not supported. Boston: Pearson;  Once you have expressed your purpose,
you should then find it easier to move from the general purpose, to relevant material on the subject, to your
hypothesis. This is also where you would discuss any mistakes you might have made while conducting the
investigation. Control: Most experiments will include a control, which is a means of comparing experimental
results. Provide a brief background on the subject or your observations about the subject. Make sure to include
units of measurement in the tables. For example, many writers find that composing their Methods and Results
before the other sections helps to clarify their idea of the experiment or study as a whole. Discussion or
Analysis The Data section contains numbers. What have you found? Describe what you did in the order in
which you did it. In argumentative writing generally, you want to use your closing words to convey the main
point of your writing. Analyze the strengths and limitations of your experimental design. Experimental
Procedure describes the process in chronological order. In a scientific paper, by contrast, you would need to
defend your claim more thoroughly by pointing to data such as slurred words, unsteady gait, and the
lampshade-as-hat. If your professor says you can simply state that you followed the procedure in the manual,
be sure you still document occasions when you did not follow that exactly e.


