
POEM ANALYSIS MY LAST DUCHESS

My Last Duchess is a dramatic monologue set in Renaissance Italy (early 16th century) and conveys the opinions of a
wealthy noble man as he.

In lines 45 and 46 the poem shudders and shocks. Enjambment is when a line of poetry ends in the middle of a
thought without any punctuation. It also provides an insight into the psychological state of the speaker. Or
maybe it's even darker than that, due to the last nihilistic lines of the poem: And all night long we have not
stirred, And yet God has not said a word! Perhaps he is pointing a refined finger as the first line starts. How
else could she have sex with the sun? It would be tempting to suggest Browning wants to paint him as a
weasel, but knowing the poet's love of language, it's clear that he wants us to admire a character who can
manipulate language so masterfully. For a Victorian woman to be morally good, she must embody "sensitivity,
self-sacrifice, innate purity" Salisbury and Kersten. The desperate need to do this mirrors the efforts of
Victorian society to mold the behaviorâ€”gsexual and otherwiseâ€”gof individuals. Browning is known to
have researched into certain aspects of Renaissance Italy, studying well known figures of the time to help with
his poetic endeavours. Browning exercises what John Keats referred to as negative capability: an artist's
capacity to lose himself in his characters, revealing nothing of his own personality, political views, or
philosophies. Remember he's talking to the man who will report to his own boss about the suitability of the
duke for hand in marriage of a second aristocratic female. Her crime is barely presented as sexual; even
though he does admit that other men could draw her "blush," he also mentions several natural phenomena that
inspired her favor. The duke's life seems to be made of repeated gestures. Thus, the poem exhibits the vicious,
psychotic and controlling mind of the duke, who hated his wife due to her positive nature. She thanked
menâ€”good! Yet, the poem is less a critique of the feudalistic ways of medieval Europe and more of an attack
on the biased, overbearing views expressed during Browning's day. He asks the emissary who would bother
debating or denouncing such behaviour - he uses the word stoop which means to lower, so he's basically
saying that, even if he had the verbal skills to have a go at the duchess he wouldn't because it's just a small
thing in life a trifling and he would never stoop so low. My Last Duchess is written in iambic pentameter, that
is, the lines have five iambic feet within usually ten syllables. Lines 1 - 4 The speaker is a man of means, a
duke no less, of Ferrara most likely, a town in Italy. It's a slick piece of denial. Perhaps in real life he never
was able to inspire such blushes or glances from his wife? However, the husband might very well patronize
one of London's many prostitutes, thereby obliterating the sanctity of the marriage and endangering his
innocent wife with a frightening variety of incurable diseases. Fra Pandolf's name was mentioned purposefully
by design because the duke is the one asked by strangers who, having looked at the duchess's expressive face
countenance want to ask - how did the artist get so much depth and passion in a simple glance? The duke
self-righteously continues his explanation of events, rationalizing that despite his disappointment it would
have been beneath him to talk openly with his wife about his feelings of jealousy. The speaker thinks the
picture a wonder, now perhaps because he's had a little time to digest it and ponder on the fact that his wife is
no more. This grew; I gave commands; Then all smiles stopped together. In other words, the duke is
fabricating a story, attempting to brainwash the emissary or circumvent the truth by implying that the artist's
flattery and compliments caused the duchess to blush. Nine hundred years of his family name was worth just
as much as anyone's name to her. What is the metre meter of My Last Duchess? Trochaic, spondaic and
pyrrhic feet play their part, changing the beats and stresses, bringing particular emphasis, or not, to certain
words and phrases. Throughout the ambiguous monologue there is no moral judgement made; the audacious
nature of the duke isn't questioned, we don't know if he's creating more untruths by pretending to reveal the
truth. Notice Neptune, though, Taming a sea-horse, thought a rarity, Which Claus of Innsbruck cast in bronze
for me! The poem comprises the sentiment of the speaker whose mistress could not survive his severity. My
favour at her breast, The dropping of the daylight in the West, The bough of cherries some officious fool
Broke in the orchard for her, the white mule She rode with round the terraceâ€”all and each Would draw from
her alike the approving speech, Or blush, at least. Commentary But Browning has more in mind than simply
creating a colorful character and placing him in a picturesque historical scene. Every lesson supports our
mission to make tutoring fair. Barrett's father, although not a murderous lord from the 16th-century, he was a
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controlling patriarch who demanded that his daughters stay faithful to him, that they never move out of the
home, not even to marry. But the lens of aristocracy undercuts the wonderful psychological nature of the
poem, which is overall more concerned with human contradictions than with social or economic criticism.
This grew; I gave commands; Then all smiles stopped together. And yet he was driven to murder by her
refusal to save her happy glances solely for him.


