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Walden: Rhetorical Analysis In Thoreau's book Walden, he makes critical Thoreau's book is a plea to society to stop and
smell the roses, and stop doing things out Thoreau justifies his solitude by showing how he is in a sense not alone, but
Walden Emerson and Henry David Thoreau Walden Â· Rhetorical Analysis on.

What is the sense in living next to the depot, the barroom, the meeting house, or the grocery? During this
period he lived on Walden Pond. Analysis While the preceding chapter on reading emphasizes the connections
between the individual and society if not the inferior society of Concord, then the grand society of great past
authors , these two chapters focus on the individual by himself. Nature is creeping up, he says, to his very
windowsill. Would anyone consider a dandelion in a pasture to be alone? In the extract Solitude, Thoreau is
sharing his experience and arguing that to be alone doesn't mean to be lonely, and that loneliness is an abstract
notion. Thoreau has shunned their company for what he calls a "more normal and natural society. He
emphasizes, first at the beginning and again at the end, of this chapter that he likes society as much as other
people and that the majority of his visitors made him happy. He uses simile -- "as the sparrow had its trill,
sitting on the hickory before my door, so had I my chuckle or suppressed warble which he might hear out of
my nest" -- and personification -- "the natural day is very calm, and will hardly reprove his indolence" -- to
emphasize the strength of the link between himself, as a human being, and nature. Being alone can be
beneficent, there is a compulsory auto-analysis of oneself. Though he has had very pleasant visits from all
kinds of people, he thinks people are more lonely when they are around other people than when they are alone.
Do not stay to be an overseer of the poor, but endeavor to become one of the worthies of the world. Thoreau is
making a point to differentiate between solitude and loneliness, which one can feel even when one is in the
company of other people. No one who lives in the midst of nature can be unhappy because there is
companionship to be found in any natural object. Economy, Walden "To be awake is to be alive. He believes
his life is as solitary as if he lived on the prairies or Asia or Africa and that he has "a little world all to
[him]self. He says he loves to talk, but when after not seeing him all summer, Thoreau asks if he's gotten any
new ideas, he says if a man has work to do, it's all he can do to hold on to the ideas he already has. That he is
"more alone than ever" after the railroad passes by is not a bad thing. He lived in the moment and though his
townsmen would have thought him idle, he was living as naturally as the birds and flowers. Thoreau's
personification of nature marks his significant contribution to the Transcendentalist philosophy. He returns
home to find that a visitor has been there. He found every aspect of his life to be a "pleasant pastime" and
promises that if people pay close enough attention to what they are doing, they will never be bored. Many
travelers who come wanting to see inside Thoreau's house ask for a drink of water as an excuse. These sounds
are different from the words of Aeschylus and Homer mentioned in the last chapter not only because they are
audible rather than silent, but also because they have no wisdom or message to convey. Thoreau uses
hyperbole in his descriptions of the locomotive, likening it to a mythological dragon or winged horse, and
calling it heroic. Throughout his book Thoreau points out the importance of living a deliberate life. Sometimes
in the winter, Thoreau says, an old settler who some say dug Walden Pond and others believe to be dead, visits
him and tells him stories. Thoreau quotes passages that instead describe God as all around but unperceived --
"identified with the substance of things, they cannot be separated from them"; "everywhere, above us, on our
left, on our right, they environ us on all sides. This taught him about contemplation, valued by Eastern
philosophers. Thoreau had more visitors while living in the woods than at any other time in his life, but fewer
of these visitors came on trivial business, because of his distance from town. Thoreau meditates on the deep
pleasure he feels in escaping the gossips of the town. Active Themes From nature, Thoreau gets "the most
sweet and tender, the most innocent and encouraging society," which prevents every possible occasion for
melancholy. Some days, he would sit on his doorstep from dawn till noon, amid the trees and the birds, always
smiling and answering their trills with chuckles. Smelling the goods from distant parts on the freight train as it
goes past, Thoreau is made to feel like a citizen of the world. Rather, he seeks first to explain why he is not
lonely while living "alone" in the woods, and second to argue for more meaningful connections between
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human beings. They could see each other less frequently and maintain important communications. He tells of
his small cabin that he built in the woods by himself, and how he became completely self-sufficient. To be in
harmony with nature meant to be physically and spiritually whole. To him, it was literally a "perennial source
of life," physical and spiritual. The author lived in the woods during two years, two months and two days.
Thoreau justifies his solitude by showing how he is in a sense not alone, but surrounded by nature and the
many wild animals that are his neighbors at Walden. Thoreau remarks that even though his closest neighbor is
only a mile away, he may as well be in Asia or Africa, so great is his feeling of solitude. He compares life to a
play in which he plays a double role, as actor and as spectator, making friendships difficult in life. Chapter
Five "Solitude" Summary: On one "delicious" evening, Thoreau walks along the shore of the pond.
Conclusion, Walden Continue Reading.


