
AN INTRODUCTION AND A DEFINITION OF SELF RELIANCE

Merriam Webster defines self-reliance simply as 'reliance on one's own efforts and abilities'.

Great men have always done so, and confided themselves childlike to the genius of their age, betraying their
perception that the absolutely trustworthy was seated at their heart, working through their hands,
predominating in all their being. If the young merchant fails, men say he is ruined. It undergoes continual
changes; it is barbarous, it is civilized, it is christianized, it is rich, it is scientific; but this change is not
amelioration. Myerson points out that Emerson's ideas inspired the quintessentially American philosophy
called pragmatism, later developed by William James and John Dewey. Prayer that craves a particular
commodity, â€” any thing less than all good, â€” is vicious. The word that needs stressing in Emerson's reply
is not "Devil" but the verb "live": it is better to live from the Devil than die with the church. The
Self-Contained Genius Speak what you think today in hard words and tomorrow speak what tomorrow thinks
in hard words again, though it contradict every thing you said today. The soul raised over passion beholds
identity and eternal causation, perceives the self-existence of Truth and Right, and calms itself with knowing
that all things go well. We lie in the lap of immense intelligence, which makes us receivers of its truth and
organs of its activity. A man Caesar is born, and for ages after we have a Roman Empire. A character is like an
acrostic or Alexandrian stanza; â€” read it forward, backward, or across, it still spells the same thing. I appeal
from your customs. If you are noble, I will love you; if you are not, I will not hurt you and myself by
hypocritical attentions. I see the same law working in nature for conservation and growth. Today: Virtually no
person in America would argue that slavery is acceptable. But in all unbalanced minds, the classification is
idolized, passes for the end, and not for a speedily exhaustible means, so that the walls of the system blend to
their eye in the remote horizon with the walls of the universe; the luminaries of heaven seem to them hung on
the arch their master built. If we ask whence this comes, if we seek to pry into the soul that causes, all
philosophy is at fault. What Do I Read Next? Write your answer in the form of a list of possible reasons, and
compare your answers with those of your classmates. Outside influences only cloud our vision. But man
postpones or remembers; he does not live in the present, but with reverted eye laments the past, or, heedless of
the riches that surround him, stands on tiptoe to foresee the future. Familiar as the voice of the mind is to each,
the highest merit we ascribe to Moses, Plato, and Milton is, that they set at naught books and traditions, and
spoke not what men but what they thought. If an angry bigot assumes this bountiful cause of Abolition, and
comes to me with his last news from Barbadoes, why should I not say to him, 'Go love thy infant; love thy
wood-chopper: be good-natured and modest: have that grace; and never varnish your hard, uncharitable
ambition with this incredible tenderness for black folk a thousand miles off. Its presence or absence is all we
can affirm. Conformity, according to Emerson, is death to an individual. And by conforming, they lose their
originality. French philosopher and writer Jean-Jacques Rousseau was strongly influential in the development
of romanticism in Europe, as was the German writer Johann Wolfgang von Goethe , whose work the New
England transcendentalists read. The same particle does not rise from the valley to the ridge. He cumbers
himself never about consequences, about interests: he gives an independent, genuine verdict. We love it and
pay it homage, because it is not a trap for our love and homage, but is self-dependent, self-derived, and
therefore of an old immaculate pedigree, even if shown in a young person. We but half express ourselves, and
are ashamed of that divine idea which each of us represents. I hope it is somewhat better than whim at last, but
we cannot spend the day in explanation. Lovejoy is murdered for his opposition to slavery. Society is a
joint-stock company in which the members agree for the better securing of his bread to each shareholder, to
surrender the liberty and culture of the eater. For that, you must be brave and courageous.


