
IGCSE ENGLISH PAST PAPERS WRITING OUT NUMBERS

This paper is 50% of your total 'English as a First Language' exam Grade, You cannot afford the time to write out every
answer twice, and it is neither Suggestions for length are given as a number of pages and are there to help you .

Choose a story you can complete in the time. Avoid melodrama and cliche, such as a narrator dying at the end
or someone waking up from a dream. The material from the passage should be put into the appropriate section
and not repeated. It makes the response too fragmented or less focused if you add more. You cannot afford the
time to write out every answer twice, and it is neither required nor desirable that you should do so; plans are
sufficient. If so you may be able to work out the meaning of the different parts. Copying gives no evidence of
understanding, rather the reverse. You need to annotate all the passages, and it is especially useful to use two
colours for the summary and other questions where there are two types of material asked for. It is through the
interviewee that you will show your understanding of the text as they will most likely be someone mentioned
in the passage. Are you writing to persuade, advise or argue? Leave time to check your work for spelling and
grammar errors. Sentence structure, as well as tidiness of handwriting, tends to deteriorate as time passes.
Your writing should also take account of the other senses: smells, sounds and feelings. Answers which are
shorter or longer will be self-penalising. Good luck! Make it believable The top candidates choose believable
scenarios for their compositions. Are you writing a letter, an article or a speech? It is good policy to get the
examiner on your side with a well-presented script. If the examiner finds the careless mistakes you have left
uncorrected, their assessment of your writing ability will inevitably be affected. Use colons and semi-colons
for impact. Adopt a point of view Typically, question 1 tasks you with creating an argumentative or persuasive
piece of writing. If you must skip a line between questions and answers, or, use names in the margin like a
play script to distinguish between the interviewer and interviewee. Make sure you know the difference! Keep
it formal Never forget that this is an exam, offering you a platform for showing off your very best writing.


