
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ORIGINS OF THE ART OF WRITING

Introduction. At the heart of every art history paper is a close visual analysis of at least one work of art. In art history you
are building.

Combine these two and you have, an argument about a new historical perception. Take notes. What effect is
produced by their juxtaposition Use the criteria provided by your professor to complete your analysis. You
will still focus on the formal qualities of the objects, but this time you will probably be expected to make a
conclusion about one of the following: how the work fits the stylistic category how the work does not fit the
category how two works with the same type of content look totally different from each other, because of the
style for example, both paintings are still lifes, but they show different approaches to three-dimensionality, etc.
For example, the French artist Paul Gauguin moved to Tahiti late in life. Think of the object as a series of
decisions that an artist made. Pick a topic based on eye appeal and compelling personal interest. What is the
author attempting to do? Remember not to rely on secondary sources for formal analysis. Some assignments
actually prefer that you do not do this. All are pretty widely available, so check your library and local
bookstores: Acton, Mary. A stylistic analysis will acquaint you with some of the larger historical trends and
forces in the culture and how they influenced the development of art. Read the footnotes in the books and
articles - they can lead to creative thinking. Describe the image in specific terms and with the criteria that you
used for the analysis. Contextualize the image within a historical and cultural framework only when required
for an assignment. Some instructors will want you to discuss how an object fits into a particular stylistic
categoryâ€”for example, Impressionism, Renaissance, or early Macedonian. The bibliography in the book
should supply you with references to sources with related information. As you will quickly see from the page
length of the assignment, your instructor expects a highly detailed description of the object. Additional
resources Several books have been written specifically to help you write a paper in art history. Instructors may
want you to talk about how the formal or stylistic qualities of the object reflect or affect the time in which they
were made.


