
RELIGION IN BEOWULF EXPLORING CHRISTIANITY AND

The topic of religion in Beowulf is a fraught one. Christianity and Paganism appear side by side in the poem; the
relationship of these apparently.

The poem does, however, give us great insight into the culture of the people who composed and told this epic
tale. The poem also contains many breaches of the Ten Commandments, which prove that the story is not
Christian. Despite their inverse approaches, these two narratives communicate the same message to the reader:
trust and rely on the Christian God, or fail. The true power lies with God. Beowulf frequently speaks of God
throughout the story, while there are also many Pagan elements that are evident throughout the story as well. If
Beowulf were to have a flaw though, since he is but human, it may very well be his pride and need for fame.
The Christianity ideology views state that man can survive and do great things through the protection of God.
Beowulf also relies on Christian beliefs to explain the happenings and situations of the plot. Believe it or not,
Thor was not just a fictional superhero that appeared in comics created by Marvel. D, before Christianity.
Also, it creates a moral battle between good and evil, central to any religious belief system. By contrast, the
Middle English romance, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, uses mysticism and magic to explore popular
ideas and stories of the Catholic belief. His redeeming factor lies in his acceptance of blame. While some
similarities between the movie and the epic are evident, the differences between Beowulf - Pagan or Christian
Epic? Examples of Pagan and Christian traditions are presented all throughout literature. More By This
Author:. To elaborate this enigmatic coupling, one might safely infer that a new religion, mixed of the two of
these was born. While the values differ widely, the Anglo-Saxon society seemed to approach the issue of
religion with ambiguity and ambivalence. Hence, in the poem, there is a definite transferal of pagan values to
Christian dominion. Also, it creates a moral battle between good and evil, central to any religious belief
system. Authors translated Beowulf many times in the Anglo-Saxon period to present day. This adage
underscores the lesson Beowulf might have learned earlier: to believe oneself invincible is to not rely on God.
Beowulf, an epic poem, is one of the most important and only works of Anglo-Saxon literature. After reading
Beowulf the author clearly shows how Beowulf is a man who is filled with Christian customs and is willing to
die and defend the world against evil using the help of God It is not until well into the medieval period that
Christianity reaches full bloom and the quality of heroic arrogance falls into disrepute. In stark contrast to his
good, is the enemy, Grendel, the incarnation of pure evil. For example, at the end of Further Celebration at
Heorot Beowulf returns the sword Hrunting which turns out to be useless in his battle with Grendel's mother.
This time period provides us with an idea for the mixture of Christian and pagan elements because of an
English society that was in the process of converting from Paganism to Christianity. Any "delight" that a man
enjoys here on earth is achieved only through the grace of God. Here, Christian allusion is the vehicle by
which the author may emphasize his avid support for Christianity as a whole. However, earlier in the passage
these same giants are referred to with reverence: "There came into the possession of the prince of the Danes,
after the fall of devils, the work of wonder-smiths" 2. Therefore, the implicit allusion of Beowulf as Christ
shows the Christianity of the Anglo-Saxon time period and the inflection of the Christian author towards his
Christian audience. Like Christ, Beowulf must face a task that will benefit all who follow him even though he
must accomplish this alone. In this manner, Christian allusion dominates the majority of the poem. This
quotation outlines a recurring theme of the influence of Christian doctrine in the poem. Even so, it is a
remarkable narrative story in which the poet reinvigorates the heroic language, style, and values of Germanic
oral poetry. Some remember these stories by memory, but are lost in time, and some write them down to be
remembered forever as a part of history. Pagan practices of cremation and Good vs. Although the epic poem
Beowulf utilizes many characteristics of Christian themes, the violence in the poem relates to paganism. It
becomes difficult to apply this theme of Christian dominance to the Anglo-Saxon society as a whole, however,
because the author of the tale, clearly Christian, caters to an audience with likely greater acceptance of
Christianity than the characters in the time period the work represents. Beowulf is an epic poem that was past
down by the Anglo Saxons from generation to generation.


