
WHY WAS THE UNITED STATES CONSIDERED A STRONGER

SUPERPOWER THAN THE SOVIET UNION FOLLOWING WORLD WAR

Relations between the Soviet Union and the United States were driven by a complex and economic factors, which led to
cooperation and superpower rivalry. out of World War I and was opposed to a state ideologically based on communism.
Following their consolidation of political power, the Bolsheviks faced the.

The only national popular elections were the biennial congressional elections. Communism itself, in its
Marxist-Leninist form, had ceased to exist as a practical ideal for how to organize society. Marxian economic
theory based primarily on production, i. If the U. It must relearn the game of international politics as a major
power, not a superpower, and make compromises". He further wrote that "Washington is blind to the fact that
it no longer enjoys the dominance it had at the end of the Cold War. China is often seen as a major beneficiary
of the Cold War. I must now admit that we started from the wrong basis, from the wrong premise. The concept
of superpower is a relatively recent addition to the lexicon of political science. Russia and China, unlike the
Soviet Union, are not likely to seek isolation or global confrontation. These actions had no meaning in a
strategic sense, creating 21st-century colonies under the rule of a Great Power with no appetite for colonial
rule. But the ideological conflict at the root of the tension made such sensible thinking very difficult to
achieve. Start your free trial today for unlimited access to Britannica. But was it avoidable back in the s, when
the Cold War went from an ideological conflict to a permanent military confrontation? Press explicitly
controlled and censored. Economy tied to Central and Eastern-European satellite states. Image President
George H. Postâ€”Cold War era[ edit ] The New York Stock Exchange trading floor economic power such as
a large nominal GDP and a world reserve currency are important factors in projection of hard power After the
dissolution of the Soviet Union in which ended the Cold War , the postâ€”Cold War world has in the past been
considered by some to be a unipolar world, [52] [53] with the United States as the world's sole remaining
superpower. Large arms industry production with global distribution. Possessed bases around the world. That
does not mean that these very human urges are in themselves worthless. Why were leaders willing to take such
unconscionable risks with the fate of the earth? Rivalries may lead to conflicts, or even local wars, but not of
the systemic Cold War kind. Despite significant setbacks in its economy, military enterprises, and diplomatic
influence in the first decade of the 21st century, the U. The ease with which many former Marxists have
adapted themselves to post-Cold War market economics raises the question of whether this had been an
avoidable conflict in the first place. Superpowers conceive of their own interests in global terms and directly
shape world events. Old people did not get their pensions. With the only middle ground being agreed upon is
that US global influence have significantly eroded in the 21st century. Gorbachev is at the bottom of the list.
Their competition for influence in Asia will define the outlook for the world. The President was both head of
state and head of government and his cabinet was not required to command congressional confidence.


