
PAST ESSAY PROMPTS SAT

Explore new SAT essay prompts and examples representative of what students will encounter on test day and
illustrating the changes being made to the SAT Essay. spelling, punctuation, or paragraph breaks. Practice using
sample essay 1.

It is never of any use to oneself. Can a small group of concerned individuals have a significant impact on the
world? You may use personal examples or examples from your reading, observations, or, knowledge of
subjects such as history, literature, science. Happiness and Work Ethic If people worked less, would they be
more creative and active during their free time? Does progress reduce the number of problems in the world, or
does solving old problems just lead to new ones? Plan your response, and then write an essay Do idealists
contribute more to the world than realists do? Should leaders of a country or group be judged by different
standards? We need balance. Prompt: Many societies believe that the pursuit of happiness is a fundamental
human right. The student responses provided in the following set illustrate common score combinations
earned on the redesigned SAT. Your essay must be written on the lines provided in your answer booklet;
except for the planning page of the answer booklet, you will receive no other paper on which to write. Does
every achievement bring with it new challenges? While it is certainly true that excessive dependence on others
is not a sign of maturity, total independence of others is neither attainable nor desirable: we need to be mature,
and unselfish enough to recognize our interdependence. Assignment: Is it true that when we most need advice
we are least willing to listen to it? Other Do small decisions often have major consequences? Do people put
too much trust in the guidance of experts and authorities? SAT Prompt 2 Write an essay in which you explain
how Dana Gioia builds an argument to persuade his audience that the decline of reading in America will have
a negative effect on society. Is it better for people to agree with others, even if doing so means being
insincere? Groups and Society Should the government be responsible for making sure that people lead healthy
lives? Try to write or print so that what you are writing is legible to those readers. Prompt: A man who waits
to believe in action before acting is anything you like, but he is not a man of action. But it is also true that
attainment of happiness remains elusive. Scroll below for practice essay prompts and passages to practice
with. The essays have been typed exactly as each student wrote his or her essay, without corrections to
spelling, punctuation, or paragraph breaks. In order to make progress we must admit where we are now. Do
not write your essay in this booklet. The scores are presented in order by domain directly preceding each
sample essay. Can success be disastrous? Plan your response, and then write an essay to explain your views on
this issue. Such an admission of ignorance is not easy. Is moderation an obstacle to achievement and success?
It starts simply, with softer columns peppered in among gruesome stories. SAT Prompt 3 Write an essay in
which you explain how Jimmy Carter builds an argument to persuade his audience that the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge should not be developed for industry. You will also find an essay evaluation grid, a list of
SAT essay topics for you to practice on and two sample essays. Challenges Is it best for people to accept who
they are and what they have, or should people always strive to better themselves? Is it always harmful for an
individual to think and live as other people do? Although all of the sample essays were handwritten by
students, they are shown typed here for ease of reading. Are people more likely to achieve their goals by being
flexible or by refusing to compromise?


