
THE CASUARINA TREE

Our Casuarina Tree is a poem published in by Toru Dutt, an Indian poet. In this poem Toru Dutt celebrates the majesty
of the Casuarina Tree that she used.

This is the tree under which she played with his brother and sister- Abju and Aru. Of vast circumference and
gloom profound This solitary Tree! Explaining her discovery that he was an incorrigible drunk with a
well-known reputation within the colony, and that he had married Millicent while on home leave largely
because he'd been warned he'd be sacked if he didn't find himself a wife who could keep him in line, she
describes her dogged attempts to reform himâ€”and to preserve her marriage. In a battle of class differences,
the feisty Cooper, despite his competence in his job, manages to repel his more refined boss and to make
enemies of the native helpers. Toru tells us that her Casuarina Tree, a haven for the winged, birds and insects,
is almost visibly alive, alive with the buzz of bees and with the chirping of birds. The poetess recalls when the
poetess at the dawn used to open the window of her room, her eyes rested upon the casuarina tree and derived
a strange kind of delight. However, as you can see below, we do have space for readers to share their insights
on favourite poems. Such domestic arrangements as he had with the native woman are common and expected
among unmarried white men in the colony, he assures Doris, and the native women expect the arrangements to
end as casually as they begin; there was no love between them, nor any expectation of any; and the woman
was paid well to go away and is unusual in her refusal to be gone. She envisages immortalizing the magic of
the tree and its unforgettable memories in honour of her siblings. Back to Line 53] Toru quotes from William
Wordsworth's "Yew-trees": There is a Yew-tree, pride of Lorton Vale, Which to this day stands single, in the
midst Of its own darkness, as it stood of yore: Not loth to furnish weapons for the bands Of Umfraville or
Percy ere they marched To Scotland's heaths; or those that crossed the sea And drew their sounding bows at
Azincour, Perhaps at earlier Crecy, or Poictiers. Even in France and Italy where the poet studied , she can hear
the tree's lament. The next stanza builds on the importance of the tree as new relationships are established. The
music which Toru refers here is not an ordinary music which we hear in our day to day life; it is music of the
soul, which once it is attained, never dies and continues to vibrate with the highest percipience in the mind of
the seeker. The Outstation[ edit ] A story of brinksmanship follows two incompatible rivals, the precisely
disciplined Resident officer, Mr Warburton, and his newly arrived, uncouth assistant, Mr Cooper. Despite a
witch doctor's efforts to beat the curse, Gallagher does die at sea, and through his death Mrs Hamlyn becomes
aware of the importance of living. For most of the characters, after a crisis in their circumstances, life seems to
take up where it left off and closes over the revelations that brought on the drama. Back to Line 50]
Borrowdale: the Borrowdale valley and lake, near Keswick, Cumbria, in the Lake district, of which
Wordsworth writes in "Yew-trees," the poem that suggested this theme to Toru. The memory of the tree is the
only link she has left with her past and the cheerfulness of her formative years. Despite loving Guy and
knowing he loves her, despite her appreciation of his loneliness so far from home without white companions,
Doris is repelled by the discovery that he lived with a native woman and fathered her children. Note: this short
story was dramatized in by Rodney Acland. The tree is both tree and symbol, and in it implicated both time
and eternity. It used to wait for the sunrise and its puny kids leapt about and played on lower boughs. The
shadow of the tree appears to fall on the huge water tank. Notes 1] The casuarina tree takes its name from
Latin "casuarius cassowary, from fancied resemblance of the branches to the feathers of the bird" and has
branches that lack leaves and look like "gigantic horse-tails" OED. It still remains one of the most popular
poems [1] in modern Indian literature. It simply was shockingly bad form. Toru Dutt was undeniably the finest
flower of Indian Renaissance that began with Raja Rammohun Roy- the tireless crusader for English education
in India. Learn how and when to remove this template message Our Casuarina Tree is a poem published in by
Toru Dutt , an Indian poet. In theme it dives deep into the unfathomable ocean of the Vedanta and the
Upanishad of body and soul, life and death. During this era, the early twentieth century, when propriety
dictated a strict period of mourning, it is one of Millicent's first social appearances since her husband's death.
The strong thread running through the stories is alienation and contrast â€” between people and cultures.


