
AN ANALYSIS OF THE LITERATURE IN THE POEM TO MY DEAR AND

LOVING HUSBAND BY ANNE BRADSTREET

To read To my Dear and Loving Husband by Anne Bradstreet in modern day, of the very first women to publish any
poetry or works of literature in America.

Warn, Emily. For example: If ever two were one, then surely we. To My Dear and Loving Husband is a short
sonnet, contains twelve verses, unlike traditional Shakespearean sonnet, which has fourteen verses. In the
poem, Bradstreet proclaims her great love for her husband and his for her. If ever man were loved by wife,
then thee. She goes on to state that she prizes him more than any riches of the world and that her love will
never. Although Bradstreet adhered to the male hierarchy promoted in her society at this time, one must
remember that she was a Puritan, and that under her influence and beliefs, she did her best to promote the
acknowledgement of the intellect and ability of women everywhere. In a society where the majority of
marriages fail, scandal runs rampant, and divorce is almost expected, this poem by Anne Bradstreet is like a
breath of fresh air. She believes they should love each other so much that when they die, their love will live
on. The poem is two lines short of a sonnet. The social conventions of her day meant that women were meant
to be subordinate to their husbands, following the Christian idea of the father and husband as the head of the
household. The other two themes of death and religion are merged into love in this poem. Marriage was a
central relationship in Puritan society. Bradstreet claims the vastness of her love by saying how incredible it is
to describe, appraise, and repay. Similarly, in the last verses, she describes the fundamental to immortality and
redemption. To My Dear and loving Husband Analysis: Lines The speaker begins the poem by revealing the
true nature of her matrimonial bonding with her husband. She has a fire in her belly for him and that fire will
never end. The poem takes the form of rhyming couplets, echoing the married couple of husband and wife.
The poem is written in the common iambic pentameter lines. She says that she can never repay the love of her
husband and that she prays he will get his reward in heaven. Bradstreet did not fight the system, as many later
women would, but this is perhaps because in her personal experience, she had a loving father, and a loving and
gentle husband, and so she promoted women within the context of male hierarchy. Bradstreet claims that she,
along with her husband, is just like two bodies and one soul and both of them have a strong affection for each
other; as love in her marriage is not unrequited or one-sided. Dedicated puritans tried not to love any earthly
thing more than God. This is a great claim, as there are countless lovers in the world. If ever man were loved
by wife, then thee; If ever wife was happy in a man, Compare with me, ye women, if you can. Thy love is
such I can no way repay. It seeks to show the relationship that should exist between man and woman.
Bradstreet views earthly love as a sign of spiritual union and salvation, rather than as something profane or
lowly. Lines In these lines, the speaker now reassures her husband of his love and affection towards her. The
last two lines did actually rhyme during the time of Bradstreet. She did not, apparently, personally feel the
oppression many women must have felt at her time. The poem begins by speaking about how if two people
ever became one person, then it was surely them.


