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CASTERBRIDGE BY THOMAS HARDY

Two of who are of the most importance are the furmity woman and Joshua Jopp. Role of the Minor Characters in The
Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy.

Elizabeth-Jane, on the other hand, is not subjected to the public ridicule and mistreatment to the same extent as
Lucetta. When citing an essay from our library, you can use "Kibin" as the author. To extrapolate from this
statement, women were and still are regarded as status symbols, just as the right make of car is today. Eighteen
years later, when Susan returns to Henchard destitute after Richard Newson's being reported lost at sea off the
coast of Newfoundland, Henchard attempts to make amends. Thus our interest in these characters is aroused in
direct proportion to the catalytic effect that Henchard's character and behavior have in motivating their actions.
The essays in our library are intended to serve as content examples to inspire you as you write your own essay.
He pledges not to drink again after he has incurred the loss. The comparative abundance of coincidences,
returns from the past, secret letters, and the like, should not lead the reader to think that Hardy has
mismanaged his realism. The first two chapters of the novel and the very last serve as a frame for the core of
the novel's story. Whether of high or low estate, women are consistently revealed either as insignificant
workers or as pawns in male power-games in this late Victorian novel. Another sees in Henchard an
astonishingly perceptive treatment of the character unconsciously bent on his own destruction, in this
anticipating the findings of modern psychology. It was apparently not completely possible for Hardy to escape
some of the seemingly melodramatic, and at times forced, incidents which abound in the fiction of his era. The
example essays in Kibin's library were written by real students for real classes. They're not intended to be
submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing every error. What hooks you? Did you find
something inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay example? Eighteen years
later, Henchard has risen to become the mayor and the most accomplished corn merchant in the town of
Casterbridge. In The Mayor of Casterbridge, Thomas Hardy attempted to make Victorian society more aware
of its treatment of and attitudes towards women. Susan's ruined life is a direct result of Henchard's rashness;
by extension, Elizabeth-Jane owes her very existence to Henchard's folly; Donald Farfrae receives his start
from Henchard, and indeed Henchard's wild speculations and superstitious nature only help to advance
Farfrae; and Lucetta's death is a direct outcome of her past relationship with Henchard. Concerning Lucetta,
the reader is thoroughly aware that she will not marry Henchard. Check out our Privacy and Content Sharing
policies for more information. She must not have forgotten how Henchard had treated her and her child at the
fair. His "introspective inflexibility" Ch. In the last chapter he departs from the novel â€” and from this world
â€” more impoverished, more wretched, barely in his middle-age, master of nothing. Henchard's auctioning
off his wife to the highest bidder at Weydon Fair in the first chapter page 10 of the Macmillan edition verifies
that in early nineteenth-century England women of her class in rural districts were regarded as little more than
stock to be disposed of at their owners' whims: "it has been done elserwhere" 12 affirms that such sales were
not uncommon. However, in these cases, each of the listeners purposely eavesdrops. That is, Henchard enters
the novel impoverished and miserable, but young, vigorous, and still master of his own fate. Andrew A.
Present-day society's conditions and attitudes have been compared to the treatment of Susan, Lucetta, and
Elizabeth-Jane. Even when whole chapters are devoted to Donald Farfrae, Lucetta Templeman,
Elizabeth-Jane, or some of the minor characters, Michael Henchard's strength of character lingers on each
page like bass notes of impending doom. Although he may have been signalling his desire to be forgiven, he
encloses with a note to his former wife five pound notes and five shillings, in total the same amount for which
he had sold her. Henchard appears to be the main instigator of her worries. The same is true about Farfrae.
Over the course of the novel, the independent and self-possessed Elizabeth-Jane transforms herself from an
unrefined country girl into a cultured young lady. However, it is equally true that we can affect things around
us by our will, intention and hardwork. Still, Susan pardons him for he can give her and her daughter a better
life. Thomas Hardy's The Mayor of Casterbridge brings to light the harsh reality of Victorian society's
treatment of women.


